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Its big Labrador Retriever head 
floated out of the water drawing the 
attention of the group away from a 
Great Blue Heron. They stood in 
the wet overgrown grass along the 
bank of the Merrimack River 
watching the seal as it glided along 
in the brackish water near the cen- 
ter of the river. It bobbed its head 
above the water for a long moment. 

“There is an adult coming right 
towards us,” Sue McGrath said, and 
all eyes rose to the sky. A large bald 
eagle soared through the sky, flying 
almost straight toward the group. It 
turned before it reached them, flew 
a short distance to the right, 
plunged to the water, wheeled 
around and flew back across the 
river, finally disappearing into a 
tree. 

“Wow! Oh my Gosh! I saw him. 
Yes! I saw him,” exclaimed mem- 
bers of the group. Excited chatter 
broke out as the group watched the 
eagle perched in the tree through 
their binoculars and scopes. 

McGrath's voice rose above the 
chatter in a calm, collected manner. 
“You can see how they blend into 
the pine tree,” she said, explaining 
how something with a big white 
head and a dark tail can blend so 
easily into a pine tree that they are 


Everything started here in 


almost unnoticeable unless you 
know what you're looking for. 

“There are guides up in Alaska 
that say if you want to find a bald 
eagle look for an upside down 
Styrofoam cup in a pine tree.” 

The Bald Eagles Program held 
on Jan. 28, was one of the recent 
programs taught by McGrath for 
Newburyport Birders and is similar 
to the program she teaches at 
Northern Essex. 

McGrath is a Newburyport res- 
ident and founder of Newburyport 
Birders. She has been observing 
birds for over thirty years through- 
out North America, the Senegambia 
region of West Africa and Western 
Europe. She conducts birding tours 
in the Newburyport area and in all 
sections of New England. She also 
teaches bird watching programs 
under the noncredit enrichment 
programs at NECC. 

“She is a great instructor. She is 
a representative of the passion,” 
said Mary Shattuck, program man- 
ager of the personal enrichment 
noncredit programs at NECC. 

Shattuck said many of the non- 
credit instructors at NECC are pas- 
sionate about what they teach. “The 
teaching is huge and people have to 
enjoy that.” The positive student 
feedback about classes has led to 
additional noncredit classes being 
created with instructors, because 
people don't want to stop. They 
want to learn more. And it's not 
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Before the Patriots were playing in the Superbowl 
they were known as just the “Boston Patriots”. 


just personal enrichment classes, 
additional language classes and 
others have been created Shattuck 
said. 

In addition to personal enrich- 
ment, Shattuck said that an advan- 
tage for current students to take the 
non credit classes is that it does 
show up on your transcript. “It 
demonstrates more pursuit down 
the road.” 

They can ‘test the waters’ in a 
different field, meet other students 
with their interests or get more 
involved in their community. Some 
of the classes are taught right out in 
the community by people working 
in the community and in that field 
of study. 

Taking classes out in the com- 
munity gives students a chance to 
experience an actual sound studio, 
art studio or other business setting. 
It gives them lasting connections 
that they can keep outside of the 
classroom. McGrath's programs are 
taught right outside in the field 
where the birds can be found. 

Her Jan. 28, Eagle's Program 
participants gathered at a designat- 
ed spot in Newburyport and walked 
together across the Chain Bridge 
onto Deer Island. They traveled 
down a path through the woods, 
pine needles and leaves crunching 
under their feet, until they reached 
the bank of the Merrimack River. 
The grass was still wet and mucky 
due to the recently receded tide, but 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
News Editor 


Way back when there were only 
thirteen colonies and the British 
reigned supreme, the people united 
and fought as colonists. Men and 
women, blacksmiths, beggars, 
lawyers, ministers and merchants 
fought against a power that threat- 
ened to jeopardize their freedom 
during the American Revolution. 
As individuals, they were merely 
dogmatists at the mercy of obliv- 
ion; but united they were both bold 
and proud patriots that neither 
death nor fear could deter. And so, 
with the help, bravado and spirit of 
a people that varied in race, gender 
and status, they united by the 
shared vision of a free country. The 
United States of America was 
declared an independent nation in 


This bald eagle was spotted flying over the Merrimack 
River in Newburyport on Jan. 28. 


everyone was well prepared, having 
been instructed beforehand how to 
dress properly. 

The group spotted several 
young Bald eagles perched in trees 
and two adult eagles flying and div- 
ing for food in the water. In addi- 
tion they were also treated to the 
sight of a Great Blue Heron flying 
across the river. In addition a loon, 
ducks, geese, seagulls, and a seal, 
swimming in the river or resting on 
the riverbanks were spotted. 
Several deer grazing along the 


July 1776. 

Though the New England 
Patriots may have a hard time shar- 
ing the same philosophy of republi- 
canism with these hard-core provo- 
cateurs, their sense of patriotism is 
aligned and has no chance of being 
questioned. The birth of the patri- 
ots is just as important as the histo- 
ry of our nation and how it came to 
be. It is said that, “Those who do 
not remember the past are con- 
demned to repeat it.” So it is more 
than necessary to understand and 
examine the forgotten story of how 
the city of Haverhill help put the 
Patriots on the map. 

They began in 1960 as the 
“Boston Patriots” under the man- 
agement of past owner Billy 
Sullivan, a sportswriter turned 
American businessman. Not only 
would it be the team's first game in 


shore of one of the islands were 
also seen. 

As the setting sun cast a purple 
glow into the sky and across the 
rippling waves on the river, 
McGrath broke away from her 
ever-watchful stance on the river- 
bank and suggested the group move 
to a different spot by the 
Newburyport water pumping sta- 
tion, which looked across at 
Amesbury on the other side and a 
bridge crossing over the river. 


Continued on Page 6 


1960 


the Haverhill Stadium, but it would 
also be the first time they ever 
wore their uniforms in front of an 
audience. 

Indeed, they had more than 
their hands full if they were ever 
going to be considered “real” patri- 
ots. But unlike their predecessors, 
Billy Sullivan was fighting a much 
bigger fight in his head. He strug- 
gled to assure himself the risk he 
took on a year ago to make this all 
possible would be worth it. 

Putting to good use his years at 
Boston College and the University 
of Norte Dame as a publicity direc- 
tor with many connections, he 
managed to amass $25,000 with 
the help of some businessman. He 
was able afford the right to secure 
the final franchise in the new 
American Football League. 


Continued on Page 5 


Mission Impossible: 
Find parking spot 


Attempting to park in the parking 
lots at NECC is much like searching for 
a needle in a haystack. Clichéd, yes, but 
it undoubtedly holds a lot of truth. 

The main problem with parking is 
that by the time ten o'clock rolls around 
everyone is trying to pack themselves 
into the C-building lot. 

Many drivers are too focused on 
finding a decent spot or texting to pay 
attention to people walking to class 

The security guards do a good job 
with controlling the traffic. But, they 
can’t steer the wheel of the car for you 

Also, another problem includes the 
faculty, whom have a convenient park- 
ing lot located in front of the library 
However, if students attempt to park 
there, they are told to park elsewhere 

Much of the problem would be alle- 


viated if all of the faculty and staff 
parked in their assigned parking lot, 
during the morning hours at least. It 
would be understandable at say three, 
but at 10 in the morning, it is not nice 

It is unfair to students, whom can't 
park in their parking lot. So, why 
should they be allowed to park in ours? 

Also, students should be aware that 
there are many empty spaces located in 
the Tech Center parking lot 

There are plenty of vacant spots just 
waiting for your car to be parked there 

We hear you now complaining 

But, so what if you have to walk a 
little bit 
plus the weather hasn't been that bad 


It is nearly the same distance, 


We encourage anyone with any sug- 
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You watched the Super Bowl, right? How do you feel? 


Micah Maltais Kaleigh Patterson Lt. Dan Tirone Yinett Villafane Raul Carpio Katelyn Byron 
Prospective Student General Studies Security Philosophy Liberal Arts Major Sign Language 
“I'm mortified. I’m still “Horrible. Horrible. “You had to bring it up. I “I’m fine. Once I saw how “| feal raed bad. We Interpreter 

crying.” Could of had it with the think the Patriots lost it. they were playing in the could of got it.” ; “Brady did good but no 


right people. ” 


Do you need 


to contact us? 


Address 
Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 
Adviser 
978-556-3397 


Advertising 
978-556-3397 


Email 
Observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the 
right to edit, condense and refuse 
all submissions. 


The Giants didn’t, ‘win’ 


first quarter- you could tell. 


one could catch!” 


7c The defense needs to be 


better.” 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publica- 
tion may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the | 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject } 
line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


The NECC Observer is ‘a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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New England: this is not a eulogy 


I may not be a sports 
fan, but I was 
interested by the end 


of it 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
Opinion Editor 


It was colder than usual this past 
Monday. I think I make no exaggera- 
tion when I say that cars were literal- 
ly driving slower. 

Facebook and Twitter had been 
updating with new posts every sec- 
ond and then it all went to a grinding 
hault when that final catch was 
missed. So close. The ball was touch- 
ing his fingers only to bounce away 
into oblivion. But you know this 
because you were undoubtly watch- 
ing it. 

New England loves a tragedy. 
Whether you’ re talking Sox games or 
the Kennedys, it’s a known fact that 
New England, Massachusstes espe- 
cially, is relentlessly licking a wound 
that refuses to heal. How did this all 
start? Well, you can blame writers 
like me that love to romantize some- 
thing as materialized and clean cut as 
the industrial sports complex. Don’t 
believe me? Look at any critique of 
the Patriots performance this week 
and I guranntee you’ll feel like your 
reading a Greek tradegy. 

Is all this romantizing warrant- 


ed? Is all the spirit invested into a 
game deserved? 

Ever since I moved here about a 
year and a half ago, I’ve been fasci- 
nated with the amount of loyalty this 
region of the country has for their 
sports. And all of them too! Patriots, 
Celtics, Bruins, and of course the 
Red Sox. I’ve never been “into” 
sports, past the American tradition of 
little league baseball. I just didn’t 
understand it. It’s a game, get over it! 
There’s a winner, there’s a loser. 
They’ ll play another game tomorrow. 

This was me up until the last 
two minutes of this past Super Bowl. 
This is when I decided that this rom- 
atizing of sports was_ warranted. 

I went to my friend’s house to 
watch the game, and his household is 
staunch Republican territory. 
Basically a “No Spin Zone.” This 
political affliation creates some 
humorous conflicts because I am a 
staunch liberal (so much for keeping 
that a secret). Yes, I’ve had to defend 
my views on numerous occasions 
and my political activitism has even 
garnered me the nickname, “Occupy 
Andy.” But you know what made that 
all disintegrate in a matter of sec- 
onds? The Patriots. 

It’s telling that the thing that 
brought this unconventional union of 
political rivals was, the “Patriots.” 

I kept asking questions during 
the game like a little kid. Remember, 
I stopped paying attention to sports 


after I left little league over a decade 
ago, so I was asking some pretty gen- 
eral questions. Who’s that? How 
many tries do they get? Why did they 
want to, “run the clock?” Why are 
you saying the game is over? There’s 
still time! 

Slowly and surely, as I learned 
more and the clock went to 57 sec- 
onds, I was hooked. Not only 
because the hype in the room had 
gotten me a sort of contact high, but 
because I had that moment of realiza- 
tion as to why people love sports. 

It binds people together. 

A republican and a democrat, in 
these strict partisan times, getting 
along and cheering side by side? This 
is unheard of! They say you should- 
n’t talk about sex, politics, or religion 
with people. So in a way, sports fills 
that void. 

Probably like most people, 
presidental politics, as important as it 
is, has gotten boring and repetitive. 
After the 310,000th republican 
debate and the 269th offensive thing 
Newt Gingrich said, I’m taking a 
break. 

It was the relentless following 
of the presidential campaign, which 
is basically a war of words, that made 
me really appreciate the raw action or 
a simple game of football. 

To be a New Englander, you 
have to be a Pats fan. Your alliegance 
to the team is the glue that keeps 
together this little corner of America. 


“T'd rather come to this game and lose than not get here.” 
Tom Brady. 


Soda taxes could hurt consumers 


Will the taxes really 
change peoples mind 
about what they’re 
drinking? 


By JONNA DOUCETTE 
Correspondent 


Still in the early stages, a tax on 
soda is being discussed throughout 
the United States. During a time 
when many people are struggling to 
find jobs a new tax could lead to even 
higher prices at grocery stores. The 
purpose of this tax is to improve the 
general health of Americans and 
lessen their weight. Officials believe 
that raising the prices of these sugary 
drinks will make people think twice 
before buying. 

To soda buyers this means that they 
will be paying about around 20% 
more for their soda. Rather than pay- 
ing $1 for a two liter of soda you'll be 
paying $1.20. Instead of paying 


$3.33 for a case of soda you'll be 
paying $4. Twenty-seventy cents 
doesn’t seem like a lot in the grand 
scheme of things but all money adds 
up especially when you’re watching 
every penny. It seems unfair that the 
rich don’t have to worry about what 
they eat/drink because they can 
afford to pay for trainers to keep 
them in shape. Most people don’t 
even have time to workout because 


prevent 2,600 deaths a year. Taxes on 
soda are also estimated to lower the 
risk of diabetes by about 240,000 
cases per year. This seems like a very 
high number especially when you 
consider that soda is just a drink. 
Television shows shed a lot of light 
on various serial killers over the 
years and yet apparently soda has 
them beat. People don’t often consid- 
er the fact that the things they eat and 


drink could be killing them. 

The real question is, will this tax 
will have any affect? Nowadays peo- 
ple are always looking to blame 
something for the weight of our 
nation. Maybe we should just stress 
drinking these sugar filled drinks in 
moderation. Just because you put a 
tax on something doesn’t mean that it 
will stop people from buying it. 

Will people really stop buying soda 


they’re so ipa es at 
busy trying because 
k of twenty 
para We want to hear from you. eee 
Kelsie 


money to 
survive. 

A simula- © 
tion 
researchers 
at UC-San 
Francisco 
and the 
Columbia 
School of 
Pub line 
Health esti- 
mated this 
would 


from 


tax 
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Send letters or opinion columns to the 
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Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Musumeci, a student at NECC says, 
“No, either way people are going to 
want their soda fix. It’s the same 
thing with cigarettes. Raising prices 
is not going to change people’s 
minds.” 

She continued on by saying, “This 
tax won’t have any effect on obesity 
because people choose what they 
want to drink. They aren’t being 
forced to drink soda, they want to.” 

It would seem that in this day and 
age people are well aware of the 
things they eat and how they affect 
them. More so than ever we are 
warned to watch the things we con- 
sume and how much of everything 
we consume. 

On the other hand soda can be con- 
sidered a treat and isn’t really damag- 
ing if it’s not consumed all of the 
time. 

There are two outcomes if this tax 
passes. Either the tax will be point- 
less and have no effect on people 
buying soda or it will make people 
think about what they’re drinking. 
Only time will tell. 
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“Text a Librarian” anything? 


Library holds books, 
movies, and 
incredible sources 
By Lisa LEMO! 

Staff Writer 


I consider myself to be an over- 
all pretty easygoing person. 
However, stick me in a library 
where I'm studying, and I become 
the exact opposite. I will try my 
best to not be over dramatic or 
extra whiny here, but I can’t 
promise you anything. While | 
was in the campus library trying 
to gather up the nerve to begin 
my online statistic class (crazy, | 
know), my attention was distract- 
ed by a fellow student who was 
bent down rummaging through 
her backpack. As she begins to 
fish around, she pulls out a bag 
of chips. Not just any bag of 
chips, but the extra noisy, extra 
crunchy, extra annoying kettle 
chips. She opens the bag (noisy 
in itself) and proceeds to pop a 
chip into her mouth; which 
makes a very loud crunch and 
continues to crunch with the 
sound of her chewing the granite- 
like chip. 

Suddenly I was incredibly 
annoyed with her snack choice. 
Didn’t she have anything quicter 
in her bag? Surely there weren't 
just chips to eat. Maybe a soft 
banana or a muffin might have 
been a wiser and more appropri- 
ate choice for a library snack. 
With every chip she crunched, 
my annoyance (and distraction) 
grew. I looked around for any 
posted signs prohibiting cating 
(or drinking) in the library. Since 
nothing was posted, | wondered 
what exactly was the policy for 
food in the library. Feeling 
almost sure that this kind of 
snacking was not tolerated in the 
library, | head over to one of the 
reference desks and ask Ms. Gail 
Stuart, Head of Reference 
Services if there are policies in 
place for library etiquette. Gail 
was helpful enough to guide me 
through what was currently in 
place for the campus library. 

“We have a cell phone policy 
that is pretty strictly enforced, 
however, food and drink is 
accepted in the library.” For 
those of you who are not familiar 
with the cell phone policy it 
states, “Cell phone use in the 
library should be kept to a mini- 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns to the 


mum. If you must be on call, 
please choose a ringer tone and 
volume that is minimal and 
therefore, disturbing to 
library patrons. Conversations 


less 


should be kept at a low level 
and/or continued outside the 
library area. The library staff 


reserves the right at any time to 
ask you to finish your call out- 
side the library if your conversa- 
tion is deemed to be disruptive to 
others.” Fair eough. 

I explain to Ms. Stuart my irri- 
tation with the chip chomping 
student if there were any 
rules on not having food or drink 
at the computers. She responded, 
“We really haven't had an issue 
with food or drink in the library. 
Students are pretty 
with that.” The 
branched out to issues that have 
risen recently pertaining to the 
noise level and how study groups 
tend to become loud. “Sometimes 
when a group comes in here we 
have other students complaining 
because of the So 
now, we have a special quiet 
study room (Pailles Room) with a 
that is 
available for study groups so it 
enables them to talk freely with- 
disturbing around 
them.” Ms. Stuart stated. Any 
student can request this room. 
The upstairs part of the library is 


and 


responsible 


discussion 


noise level 
shut door requirement 


out others 


a completely quiet study area, no 


discussion is allowed, and has 
table top signs informing stu- 
dents as such. As opposed’ to 


downstairs where it’s more of a 


challenge to keep the conversa- 
tion to a minimum; the library 
staff is a bit more lenient with 
the noise level there 

I continued to express my frus- 
what to do about 
Ms. Stuart 


mentioned that a lot of the stu- 


trations with 
distracting students 


dents will text her and ask her to 
tell a student to be quiet or such 
After 
skipped a beat 


hearing this my _ heart 


Texting a librari- 


an? Questions filled my mind 
and shot out my mouth. Why 
hadn’t | known about this little 
gem of information before? Do 
all the students know about this 
number? How did I miss this 


information? My excitement got 
the best of me and | immediately 
asked her for 
how it worked 


the number and 
It’s called “Text a 
Librarian.” The phone number is 
978-709- 


choose to be anonymous or not 


1955 and students can 


“Anyone can text a librarian for 


just about anything.” Ms. Stuart 


NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


explained. “The text shows up on 
our computers as an e-mail, and 
we are able to answer students 
back in the of a text. 
Students will often text me and 
ask to get into a certain room that 
was locked or that they forgot a 
book or personal item that was 
left within the library.” “They 
will text me and ask if I 


form 


also 
could approach a fellow student 
Doing 
this saves the students that awk- 


that is distracting them.” 


ward approach in telling some- 
quiet. They can just 
librarian and poof! 
Hasta 


one to be 
text the 
Problem 
chip girl! 

Seriously, I really had no idea 
hidden the 
library has to offer besides the 
While talk- 
ing about this story with a fellow 


solved! la vista, 


how many services 


obvious information 


student, Michele Simon, she 
mentioned that there was an hon- 
ors lounge specifically for stu- 
dents who were enrolled in the 
program. 


This lounge offers a computer, 


“Honors Experience” 


printer, workspace and couch. 


This lounge is accessible for 


work, study groups or to just 
hang out and relax in between 
classes if so desired. How cool is 
that? I think of it as kind of a 
first class lounge like the airport 
provides for the VIP business- 
men. It also ensures them com- 


plete silence when working on an 


Since it 1s 


important 
located in 


project 
the 
back corner of 
the library 
“The honors 
lounge was 


really my sav- 


ing grace.” 
Michele 


mented 


com- 
after 
stating how 
challenging it 
was to find a 
quiet spot in 
the library 

Even though I 
was initially 
annoyed by an 
from a 
student, 


| have to thank 


action 


fellow 


her for her 
snack choice 
For without 


her, I would not 
have been able 
to learn such 
valuable 
mation 


infor- 
and 
pass it on to all 


of you 


203-582-8612 + Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


Courtesy Photo 


The new, and almost secret, service of texting your 
librarian for help in the library is becoming a helpful tool for 


students. 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY ? 


Just 2'4 hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 
student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
anda strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences, 
nursing and communications. 
And we're committed to using 
the credits you've already earned. 
Visit www.quinnipiac.edu to 

see why Quinnipiac is your next 
step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 


Hamden, CT 06518-1908 


TRANSFER 
SESSION 
DATES 


March 8, 15 & 22 


What’s 
Happening? 


PTK Club members make} 
sure to check out the website ptk.org| 
Or upcoming scholarship opportu 
Inites for upcoming semesters.. If 
lyou are interested in joining the PT. 
lub, contact Professor Andy Morse 
Jat amorse@necc.mass.edu. 


Theatre 


What is better than having a 
long-time married couple play the 
leads in A.R. Gurney’s “Love 
Letters”? How about two long-time} 


ommunity College will present 
‘Love Letters” Friday, Feb. 10, and 
Saturday, Feb. 11, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
hester W. Hawrylciw Theater o 
e third floor of the Spurk Building] 
on the Haverhill campus just in time} 
for Valentine’s Day. The Frida 
night performance will feature veter: 
regional actor John Budzyna and 
is wife NECC professor Deirdre} 
IBudzyna of Newburyport. O 
Saturday night, NECC professor 
land husband and wife Susan Sander: 
and Jim Murphy of Hampstead, NH, 
ill take to the stage. 

Written in 1989, “Love Letters’ 
s very accessible to audiences, per- 
formers, and theater producers. The| 
play simply involves actors reading! 
ictional letters that reveal the corre- 
spondence of a man and a woman, 
rom their childhood until their mid- 
dle age. 

Because the lines are meant to 

be read and not memorized, man 
famous actors and actresses of have 
been drawn to these “star-crossed 
lovers,” sometimes for just a single 
performance such as_ Elizabeth| 
aylor and James Earl Jones who 
performed together in 2007. 
“This is a play, or rather a sort 0 
la play,” said Gumey, “which needs| 
o theater, no lengthy rehearsal, n 
special set, no memorization of line 
and no commitment from its tw: 
actors beyond the night of perform- 
lance. It is designed simply to be read 
aloud by an actor and an actress 0 
roughly the same age, sitting side b 
side at a table.” 

Tickets to the Northern Essex 
performance are $20 and available at 
he door. All proceeds will help sup- 
port the Top Notch Players’ trip t 
the Edinburgh Arts Festival ir 
August 2012. 


For additional information con- 
Susan Sanders 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu or 978- 


- Courtesy NECC News 


Libraries 


Check out the new addi 
ions to the libraries books and 
DVDs on the library websites. Ne 
IDVDs include the “Idles of March” 
“African cats”, “Mildred Pierce” 
land “Moneyball”. 
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News 


NECC expands in Lawrence 


Work begins on 
InTown Mall 


By GENESIS GARCIA 
Correspondent 


As constructors work on 
demolishing the InTown Mall 
in downtown Lawrence, MA, 
Northern Essex Community 


College has great plans for 


“the new center will help to 
attract other businesses, from 
coffee shops and cafes to book- 
stores and banks. We have a real 
interest in helping Lawrence 
become a college town.” 

First year student, Hector 
Perez is an undeclared major at 
Northern Essex who attends the 
Lawrence Campus for all his 
classes. Having only been to the 


Haverhill campus several times, 


than Perez. Garcia has taken 
classes in both campuses. “I like 
the Haverhill 


because it has more of a student 


campus better 
life, there’s way more clubs to 
join.” He also said that the 
Haverhill campus offers more 
classes than the Lawrence cam- 
pus. When that the 


Lawrence campus was expanding 


informed 


to Common Street he was com- 


pletely surprised. He questioned, 


‘ he would much rather attend “All that destruction to the 
the their new space. Last : : : 
classes in Lawrence. InTown mall is going to be a part 
semester, the : 7 
of NECC now? 
Lawrence cam- Notifvi h 
i 
pus rebuilt the bac a “i 
buildi * 
uuemg_°n_-‘ The teachers I hav very helpful, the | simply said 
Franklin Street * ni - - 
Srite bone education here o different from “WOW, _ that’s 
used for their Haverhill. sie 
everal stu- 
health depart- — Hector Perez, NECC Student 
dents attending 
ment. North E ra 
orthern Esse) 
By Stall) sot ; oe oe 
are still unaware 
2013, President L Gl ; 2 : 
mesrecn ane ta When asked why, he respond- of the fact that it will be expand- 
hopes to have the El-Hefni “ - , 
ed “The teachers I have are very ing to Common Street. “Some 
Health & Technology Center : : : i 
helpful, the education here is no publicity on Lawrence campus at 
ready for the students at 


Northern Essex. A project cost- 
ing over $27 million, Glenn men- 
tioned to The Boston Globe “I 
think this project will contribute 
to the community in many impor- 
tant ways.” Glenn who believed 
the building was doing absolute- 
ly nothing for the area also added 


different from Haverhill except 
that there is more student activi- 
ties over there.” When asked if 
he would ever attend a course in 
Haverhill, he stated “I don’t 
think so, it’s too far for me.” 
Benny Garcia, in his second 
had different 


semester, views 


Haverhill will some buzz 


get 
around” said Garcia. 

Asking Perez and Garcia the 
will 


same question, a bigger 


campus attract students to take 


classes in Lawrence; they both . 


replied “Yes.” 


ere it all began 


Continued from Page 1 

“Who ever knew that this small 
city made such a big impact on one 
of the greatest teams ever assem- 
bled in the history of football? 
Honestly, I'm still baffled not only 
by this, but because it is not as 
known throughout Haverhill as it 
should be,” said Bryan Gomez, a 
full-time student majoring in 
Business at NECC. 

Meanwhile, as the sun threat- 
ened to unleash its fury on a hot 
summer day in 1960, the Haverhill 
Lions Club came up with an idea 
to host a football game featuring 
the Patriots to help raise money for 
an eye research 
According to news reports, after 


program. 


conferring with some of his fellow 
members and coming to a decision, 
William Miller, vice president of 
the Lions Club, called Sullivan to 
discuss the opportunity. After 
Miller had explained to Sullivan 
the “win-win” situation- Sullivan's 
team would get exposure and pub- 
licity and Miller would raise 
money for his eye research pro- 
gram-they came to an agreement 
that involved a scrimmage with 
Sullivan's own team, a night game 
and certainly a packed house. 

So the rookie Patriots-under 


the tutelage of Coach Lou Saban- 
dove into their first game at the 
Haverhill Stadium, July 26, 1960. 
However, carrying 
excess baggage they could not 


they were 


afford, so, within a week, the 
Patriots went from their original 
number of 61 players to 33. 

But that didn't 
enough, as signs of a small crowd 


even seem 
began to loom over the Haverhill 
Stadium, according to nes reports. 
Gathering what sources they could 
to amplify and attract a wider and 
bigger audience to attend the 
game, Lions Club President Burke 
Bevelacqua and member James 
Waldron partnered up to offer an 
array of music and entertainment 
in hopes of gaining a bigger mass 
of people to attend the game. 


Just like the rebels came 
together for a united cause, the 
members of the Lions Club 


chipped in any way they could by 
selling, organizing, advertising, 
printing, putting up posters and 
flyers for the game, calling friends 
and family members. They went as 

the 
other 


far as running stories in 
Haverhill Gazette and 

Haverhill newspapers about the 
upcoming game. With their fingers 
crossed and their eyes closed as 


the game neared, Lions Club mem- 
bers waited with as much anxiety 
as the football players did for their 
first ever appearance in front of a 
crowd.... If there was going to be 
one at all. 

And to make matters worse, 
they still had not gotten the lights 
for the game yet. 

In the darkness, Lions Club 
members voices were heard, but as 
time progressed, they grew louder 
and louder, and then began all 
sorts of shuffling, pushing and 
squeezing as fans and spectators 
alike took their seats in the dark- 
ness, impatient for the game to 
begin. But no one, not the players 
nor Sullivan could have anticipat- 
ed the packed crowded they wit- 
nessed before them when the lights 
had finally arrived and were turned 
on. Hundreds of tiny heads, hours 
upon hours of organizing, players 
struggling to make the cut, to make 
their families proud, their audience 
proud, were not it vain. And as the 
first coin toss and kick off sent the 
player's, Lions Club member's, 
Sullivan's the audience's 
hearts racing, The New England 


and 


patriots not only became a part of 
Haverhill that day, but we also 
became a part of history. 


What's 
Happening? 


ail t 
NECC has updated you 
email service. With your new emai 
dddress, available NOW (subtract 
he student portion of your current 
ECC email address), students have 


25GB _ password protected online 
storage and file sharing, Access to 
Microsoft Virtual Office apps, Word 
Excel, PowerPoint and OneNote. 
and Instant Messaging and eamil 
syncing with your mobile device. G' 
0 http://www.necc.mass.edu/email 
tr http://www.live.com to change 
our current email address to the 
pdated address and start taking! 
advantage of hte new features, 


Mobile Web 


Now that NECC has launched it 
Mobile Web, faculty, staff, and cur- 
ent and prospective students alike} 
an access and interact with the col 
lege using an iPhone, Android, 
Blackberry or any other Smartphone. 

NECC Mobile Web delivers con 
ent, services, and features to hand. 
lheld devices. It optimizes services 
such as the campus map, events cal 
lendar, campus directory, online| 
newsroom, and more, making thi 
information available anytime fro 
anywhere. 

“The time is right for a mobile 
site launch,” says Hanna Arnold, 
ECC’s director of online communi- 
ations. “Over the summer our web: 
site saw a 59.2% increase of mobile} 
traffic from the Spring Semester, 
‘And so far this year, we have seen a 
393% increase in traffic from mobile 
devices. The development of the site} 
as a true labor of love betwee 
online communications and MIS. 
Data doesn’t lie-I knew we needed 
0 move fast.” 

What’s next? 

This is just the beginning! 
Improvements will continue to be 
made to the NECC Mobile Web| 
ew features will be rolled out as 
soon as they are available. Some off 
he projects that are on the horizon 
include an iPhone app with enhanced 
campus maps and a suite of mobile} 
apps for Self-Service. 

Eventually faculty, staff, and stu 
dents will be able to access Self- 
Service from a mobile phone, but} 
hose features have not been opti 
nized yet. Arnold is looking fo 
feedback from users and she encour: 
ages anyone with a problem or a fea: 
ure suggestion to contact her at 
arnold@necc.mass.edu. 

“Feedback will help us decide 
vhere to focus new developments fo! 
he mobile site,” says Arnold. “Ove 
90% of the feedback thus far asked 


Blackboard into a mobile app so we} 
ill be looking at those closely fo 
he future.” 

- Courtesy NECC News 


brissi 
Have you written something 
brilliant that you want to submit to 
he NECC Observer? Send it to 
observer@necc.mass.edu, 
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“On a very cold day you can find 
(Bald eagles) in this cove getting out of 
the elements,” McGrath said. There was 
noticeably less wind at this new location. 
Bald eagles can be found in this area 
along the Merrimack River because the 
three bridges in a row, with their big 
cement bases, break up the ice that can 
form on the river. 

“They do migrate. Why we have 
more of them here in the winter is 
because the rivers and the lakes in the 
north freeze, which forces these birds 
down river. They don't have to go to 
Florida. They just have to go to open 
water,” McGrath said. The eagles will 
only go as far as they need to find food. 

The group did not spot another eagle 
at the new location. McGrath said it's 
always good to try a second location and 
she always likes to try two places. “It 
worked out well today,” she said. 

“There is one thing about advertising 
a program for one species of bird; you 
really have to be confidant that you can 
find it, because you can't have students 
sign up to learn about bald eagles and not 
show them one. Even if it's an immature 
bird, you still have to show them an 
eagle. So the pressure is on when you 
teach a single species class, to produce.” 

McGrath said she was down at that 
second location every day this week and 
saw an eagle. “We didn't have one today, 
but we had eagles at the island, so that's 
great.” 

The sky grew dark as the group 
moved away from the water to McGrath's 
car. She offered them tea, dried apricots, 
almonds and cookies. As they warmed 
their hands on the teacups and munched 
on snacks, McGrath showed photographs 
and talked about what the eagles were 
doing in the photos. She brought out a 


photo by Michele Simon 


Sue McGrath (right) leads the group looking for bald eagles. 


skull reproduction and a talon, demon- 
strated the eagles’ wingspan and talked 
about their mating and nest building 
habirs and characteristics of the eagles by 
sex and age. Members from the group 
joined in the discussion and told some of 
their own experiences. “Time in the field 
is one of the best teachers,” said 
McGrath 

“It's really nice when you have one 
flying over your head like we did today 
We work hard for adult eagles but today 
we were fortunate, very fortunate,” she 
said 

“When you study these year after 
year you get so excited when you see an 
adult,” she said, referring to the classic 
white-headed adult bald eagle, which 
takes 4-5 years to mature into that color. 
“It doesn't matter how many times you've 
seen an adult bald eagle 

“I know down at the Deer Island I 
got very enthusiastic when I saw that 
adult coming. It's nice to see the younger 


birds, and we see more younger birds 
because their breeding success Is greater, 
but to see that adult--because it's our 
national symbol-there's some kind of pull 
on the heart strings.” 

The bald eagle was voted to be the 
symbol of the United States in 1782. 
Eagles mate for life and use the same nest 
each year unless it is destroyed by a win- 
ter storm. Normally its lifespan is up to 
28 years in the wild. Eagles became 
endangered and were put on the endan- 
gered species list in 1972 because they 
were hunted for sport, and for the ‘protec- 
tion’ of hunting grounds. According to 
baldeagleinfo.com more than 100,000 
bald eagles were killed in Alaska from 
1917 to 1953. Alaskan salmon fisherman 
feared they were a threat to the salmon 
population. Also pesticides like DDT got 
into their system from the poisoned fish 
they ate 
eggshells to be weak, and the mother or 


The DDT caused the eagles' 


father would often crush the eggs while 


incubating them. In 1995, two decades 
after DDT was banned and laws were 
passed to protect both eagles and their 
nesting trees, the bald eagle was upgrad- 
ed from endangered to threatened. 

President John F. Kennedy once 
wrote about the Bald eagle: "The 
Founding Fathers made an appropriate 
choice when they selected the bald eagle 
as the emblem of the nation. The fierce 
beauty and proud independence of this 
great bird aptly symbolizes the strength 
and freedom of America." 

McGrath's bio on her website says 
she is a member of the American Birding 
Association, the Cornell Laboratory of 
Omithology, the Nuttall Ornithological 
Club, the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society, the Brookline Bird Club, and the 
Seacoast Chapter of New Hampshire 
Audubon. She's active in the Friends of 
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge 
and is the president of the Essex County 
Omithological Club, She is an environ- 
mental activist, and she contributed to the 


design of the Essex County Birding Trail. 

She writes a column called “Winging 
It” that is featured weekly in the 
“Newburyport Current.” She also com- 
piles “Bird Watch,” which appears in 
“The Daily News of Newburyport,” and 
has a weekly column in “The Town 
Common” called “Birds in Our 
Neighborhood.” 

She teaches several noncredit bird 
watching classes at NECC during the 
year. Her next class on the bald eagles 
will take place Feb, 26, and she said she 
usually teaches a bird watching class at 
Plum Island in the spring. 

NECC offers noncredit classes to 
students throughout the year. To find out 
more about the 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/academics/co 
urses-programs/non-credit/, McGrath 
also has a website http://www.newbury- 
portbirders.com/ that has more informa- 
tion on bird watching and upcoming 
events. 


classes go to 


Nancy Smith (left) and Sue McGrath hold a rope demonstrating the wing 


span of an adult bald eagle. The male has an average wingspan of 6.5 feet 


and the female may reach up to 8 feet. 


Connecting 


you and your} future 


Finish your Bachelor's 
Degree at Rivier College 


Rivier College 


NASHUA, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


More than 30 Undergraduate 
degree programs in: 


Education, Nursing, Psychology, 
Business Administration, and more 


WwwWwW.rivier.edu 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Fear + Cold + Wolves = BORING 


New film explores 
arctic survival 
against wolves 


By Pat REYNOLDS 
Correspondent 


“The Grey” is not an action 
movie. As much as the film’s 
marketing would like you to 
believe, this is not “Taken” with 
wolves instead of Parisians. “The 
Grey” elevates itself above Liam 
Neeson’s (seemingly) annual, 
January or February vehicle. 
Those films are entertaining for 
sure, but are discounted as being 
a little cheesy and ridiculous. 
“The Grey” is an entirely differ- 
ent animal. 

The late career reinvention of 
Liam Neeson into as legitimate 
and bankable an action star as 
Will Smith or Tom Cruise has 
come as a pleasant surprise. 
Here, Neeson plays Ottway, a 
marksman contracted to protect an 
oil drilling team from packs of gray 
wolves in a remote part of Alaska. 
When their charter flight headed for 
Anchorage crashes, the team’s sur- 
vivors must band together in order to 
fend off a pack of wolves whose ter- 
ritory they may have unknowingly 
invaded, not to mention the Alaskan 
wilderness. That premise may sound 
like similar fare, but the typical 
| Neeson “bad-assery,” is subverted 
herg, with a man who is stoic and 
strong, but ultimately disillusioned 
| with his place in the world and near 
suicidal before the crash. Neeson, 59, 
gives a performance with emotional 


| depth and complexity, while simulta- 


neously operating comfortably with- 
in his newly found, action-star 
wheelhouse. Neeson shines in a 
scene where he tenderly, comforts a 
cohort who was mortally wounded in 
the plane crash. 

The aspects of the story are com- 
parable to things we’ve seen before. 
If you took the characters from John 
Carpenter’s “The Thing” and throw 
them into Quint’s “Indianapolis 


Courtesy Photo 


Liam Neeson stars in the ultimate tale of survivial in “The Grey” 


Grey.” 


Speech” from “Jaws”, then mix in a 
little bit of Jack London you’d prob- 
ably get something like “The Grey”. 

The fifth directorial feature from 
writer/director Joe Carnahan is quite 
possibly his most refined and 
nuanced work to date. The problems 
I’ve always had with Carnahan stem 
from his style. In previous outings 
like “Smokin’ Aces” and “The A- 
Team” there has been a consistent 
feeling of detached, macho silliness, 
which negated any semblance of 
stakes that may have been present. 
Stakes are present from the get-go in 
“The Grey”. 

The film takes death seriously 
and allows the characters and the 
audience to feel remorse for the death 
of these men. Where Carnahan suc- 
ceeds in “The Grey” is in moments 
where he allows his camera to linger, 
amplifying the emotion or dread that 
begins to inhabit his subjects. 

This is evident in the scene 
prior to the plane crash, in which 
his camera backs down the aisle 
of sleeping men to reveal their 
cold breath, a sign of the impend- 
ing doom that’s to come. The 


plane crash—one of the most 
brutal and disturbing that I’ve 
seen depicted on film—is built 
up to by Carnahan with moments 
like this. I finally feel as if the 
promise Joe Carnahan showed 
with his debut film “Narc” has 
been fulfilled. 

The technical aspects of “The 
Grey” were consistently outstanding. 
The visual effects team used a com- 
posite approach to creating the film’s 
wolves. Make-up specialist Greg 
Nicotero (“The Walking Dead”), 
credited as make-up and animatron- 
ics supervisor, used a few approaches 
to bring the gray wolf to life. The 
wolves, a mix of CG and practical 
effects, have a very raw, visceral feel- 
ing. We see very little of the wolves 
in full frame, with Carnahan and his 
team using an array of tricks to 
amplify the presence of the wolves 
on screen. 

They are often obscured by 
snow or darkness, but what really 
helps in bringing the wolves to 
life is their sound. Whether it is 
the howling of the pack or the 
flesh-ripping sound of a wolf 


What’s app? New 


New driving app for 
smartphones makes 
navigating easier 


By MATTHEW GAW 
Correspondent 


Each day more and more 
people bring smartphones into 
their lives. A smartphone is 
not just the most updated and 
technologically advanced 
device, but a device that can 
do so much more than just 
send and receive phone calls. 
With a variety of choices on 
the market available today, 
the tough choice 
between the two front run- 
ners, an Android device or the 
iPhone. 

While undoubtedly both can 
be are most certainly used for 
entertainment, they are also 
used as utilities to aid us in 


our everyday lives. While the - 


comes. 


iPhone is known to excel in 
most ways, notably the expan- 
sive app market and overall 
stability of the operating sys- 
tem, one field where Android 
has always reigned supreme is 
its GPS and navigation soft- 
ware. 

With the Integration of 
Google within the Android 
OS, Google Maps was since 
day one available to Android 
users with not only accurate 
GPS services, but a great turn 
by turn navigation software. 
The iPhone, on the other 
hand, has a less than stellar 
alternative. While the GPS 
software is extremely accu- 
rate, the poor excuse for 
directions and navigation 
included in the iOS is border- 
line terrible, an adjective that 
seems sparsely used in associ- 
ation with Apple products. 

However, Waze has released 
their free self titled GPS and 
navigational software that has 


completely changed the way 
people get from one place to 
another with their iPhone. 
Using the accuracy of Apple’s 
GPS service and combining it 
with a familiar and easy to 
use design makes this app a 
necessary and vital addition 
to all iPhone users. Like all 
GPS devices, Waze gives the 
options of navigating to spe- 
cific addresses or places, sav- 
ing home locations, avoiding 
highways, and even changing 
the gender of the turn by turn 
voice audible through the 
phone’s speakers. 

What really sets Waze apart 
from all other GPS services is 
it’s completely integrated and 
original social network serv- 
ice. When first opened, Waze 
encourages the user to create 
a profile, not only personaliz- 
ing the application for the 
user, but giving them an 
identity when interacting with 
others participating. But why 


attack, the sound department 
helps bring out the power of the 
animals. Cinematographer 
Masanobu Takayanagi 
(“Warrior”) is able to portray the 
vast nature of the Alaskan (really 
British Columbian) wilderness 
with great skill, but as with his 
previous effort I feel like he 
often is too tight when framing 
action. The fights depicted in 
“Warrior were unique in that 
they felt very intimate, but often 
made it hard to discern exactly 
what was happening, and I feel 
similarly about Takayanagi’s 
work here, especially during the 
night sequences. 

The weaknesses of the film 
come mainly from its script, 
which was written by Carnahan 
and Ian Mackenzie Jeffers, and 
based in part on Jeffers own short 
story “Ghost Walker”. 

The script attempts to reach 
for moments of existentialism, 
where the men begin to question 
faith and their own mortality. 
These moments are really hit or 
miss for me. 


social 


add social networking to nav- 
igation? 
By participating in the social 


aspect of this application, 
users are able to update 
“reports” to others in real 


time, notifying people of pos- 
sible hazards, traffic jams, 
accidents, or even police offi- 
cers with simple text com- 
mands or pictures depicting 
the event. To further encour- 
age users to participate, peo- 
ple are awarded with content 
that can be unlocked after 
earning “achievements”, 
whether it be driving to a cer- 
tain location or driving a cer- 
tain amount. 

To avoid harm, the ability to 
enter information is disabled 
when the car is in motion, 
improving the safety of the 
experience for each user. 

Now this application isn’t 
perfect, with some street 
names not being present, GPS 
location hiccups, and a rare 


The film also falters with its 
repetitive use of flashbacks. 
Ottway flashes back to both his 
childhood and his relationship 
with his father, also his (possi- 
bly) estranged wife. Carnahan 
wears out this device, and in 
doing so blunts the effectiveness 
that those moments are meant to 
have for Ottway as a character 
(The film cuts to Ottway’s wife 
roughly seven times). 

The script also presents a 
fairly run of the mill group of 
supporting characters. Frank 
Grillo (“Warrior”) plays Diaz, an 
abrasive, ex-con who clashes 
with Ottway and the rest of the 
crew. Besides Neeson’s charac- 
ter, he is given the most interest- 
ing arc, and the resolution of his 
character was unique in its exe- 
cution. Dallas Roberts (“3:10 to 
Yuma”), Joe Anderson (“Across 
the Universe”), and Dermot 
Mulroney (“Zodiac”) looking 
like a haggard, Robert Downey 
Jr., round out the cast. 

Most of these supporting 
characters felt really cliché; they 
were written as “manly” arche- 
types instead of true characters. 

“The Grey” is irregular in its nar- 
rative. The story has no personified, 
specific villain. It’s arguable that the 
wolves act as the main antagonist, 
which is true, but they operate as part 
of a greater entity. The antagonist of 
the film is nature. Nature has no mal- 
ice, and yet it is both unremorseful 
and unreasonable. “The Grey” does a 
great job of illustrating the struggle. 
between these men and the forces of 
nature. 

Some will ultimately be left 
cold by the film’s ending, espe- 
cially in its ambiguity. Those 
who were fooled by the film’s 
marketing and are expecting to 
see Neeson slicing and dicing 
wolves with broken bottles taped 
to his hands for two hours are 
bound for disappointment. “The 
Grey” offers up its fair share of 
grizzly action beats, but ulti- 
mately offers a more cerebral 
experience. 


P 


absence of voice navigation, 
but for a new application with 
a promise of constant updates 
assures that quality will 
always be sought out by the 
minds behind this epic app. 

With over 7100 reviews current- 
ly in the Apple App Store and an 
average of four and a half out of 
five stars, it’s safe to say that this 
app has dawned a completely 
new and original way to safely 
navigate from one place to anoth- 
er. 

“I’m excited to finally be able 
to get rid of my GPS and just use 
my iPhone rather than having 
two separate devices,” states 
Megan Poumakis, a Senior at 
UMASS Lowell who commutes 
daily from Salem, NH. 

Waze is also available on 
Android and _ Blackberry 
operating systems, but with 


the prior lack of depend- 
able navigation on the 
iPhone, this app is most 


definitely one to pick up. 


» 
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“Chronicle’ gives power to the teens | 


Classic super hero 
genre turned 
upside-down 


By MICHAEL LITMAN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


What would you do if you 


were in high school and 
had superpowers? That is 
what director Josh Trank 


tries to explore in the film, 
“Chronicle.” 

I have to say that the 
movie is done realistically 
in the sense that the movie 
does not revolve around 
justice versus evil; just 
different kinds of shenani- 
gans teenagers try to pull. 

The power of 
telekinesis is given to 
three teens: the popular 
high school student, the 
average teen, and the kid 
who always gets picked on 

Josh Trank is a director 
that is fresh off the block 
with, “Chronicle” being his 
first film to hit the big 
screen. The only project 
that he’s directed was the 
TV show, “Killing Point” 
which he directed 
episodes of. 

The film begins with 
the protagonist, Andrew 
Detmer, a troubled teen 
with no friends and an 
abusive father, 
very nice camera. 

It’s through this cam- 
era that the majority of 
the film is seen from 

When it 
told into a different 
spective it does so 
in any major break 
in the film. 

Some other perspec- 
tives that the movie was 
shot by included a 


intense 


seven 


buying a 


needs to be 

per- 
with- 
with- 


heli- 


Courtesy Photo 


Looks like Anakin Skywalker, no? Notice the force choked car in the background. 


copter camera, another 
person’s camera, a sur- 
veillance camera, and 


then the 
on its own and you don’t 


know how it’s happening. 

Once Andrew, his 
cousin Matt, and friend 
Steve Montgomery 
receive their powers 
from a strange crystal 
underground they gain 


plenty of telekinetic abili- 


ties 


These abilities include 
levitating objects, flight 
and, creating their own 


protective barriers 
The three characters that 
around 
Matt 
Steve 


Chronicle revolves 


are Andrew Detmer 
Garrety, and 
Montgomery 
Matthew is a typical stu- 
dent 


general demographic of the 


who represents the 


school body 


As for Steve, he is the 


camera goes off 


represents the “1 
of the school that 
everyone loves and wants 
to be friends with. As their 
powers continue to develop 


one who 
percent” 


they choose to create rules 
to make that no one 
gets hurt with the involve- 
ment of their powers 


As the movie continues, the 


sure 


teenagers start to gain more 
power and control over their 
newfound abilities. 

They take the 
adventure out of their 
backyards and out to a 
shopping district. 

Of course the fun becomes 


decide to 


more and more intense as 
they scare little girls by 
making a teddy bear just 


start flying in front of her, 


they move a car, and an 
attempt to remove some- 
one's gum out of their 
mouth. 

By this point, the 


teenagers know what kind 


of powers they are capable 
of doing. Of course that's 


when things start to go 
awry. 

It’s clear throughout the 
movie that the black sheep 
of the group has a serious 
grudge humanity 
due to being bullied. 

His first step towards the 
"dark-side" happens in that 
that everyone that 
who has seen the trailer 
knows about. The trucker 
keeps tailgating the kids 
and he just pushes the car 
over the ledge. 

From then on out events 
lead to a that 
revolve around the disgrun- 
tled kid being stopped. 

One of the things 
make the film so 
pelling is its 
realism. The fact that the 
movie 


towards 


scene 


climax 


that 


com- 


does not revolve 


around a sense of justice 
like most 


power induced 


sense of 


action flicks is enticing. 
It is just typical carnal 
desires of teenage kids 
that involve being popu- 
lar, craving for lust 
teenage love, and making 
it through the day with- 
out getting bullied. 
When interviewed by 
certain about a 
possibility for a sequel 
to Chronicle Trank said 
“We have ideas that 
could be expanded on. 
We could keep going.” 
Depending on how much 
more money Trank claims 
with Chronicle, this 
could create a push for a 


websites 


sequel. 

I would give this 
movie a 7 out of 10, It is 
a fun adventure that has- 
n't really been seen 
before in the film indus- 
try. 

The plot is well devel- 
oped where you see what 
the true desires are by 
the end of the film. For a 
director who has not hit 
the big screen before, as 
well as the actors who 
have not been hit 
the big spotlight, this is 
impressive. The film is 
more of a rent than a buy 
kind of film, when the 
movie hits the 10 dollar 
bin I’ll be sure to pick it 


with 


up for collection. For a 
30 dollar blu ray disk | 
would say just hold off 


or red box it. 

This previous weekend 
was the first week. er 
release for Chronicle and 
The Woman in Black. 
Chronicle made it to the 


number one spot. this 
weekend, making 22 mil- 
lion dollars only a mil- 
lion dollars more than 


The Woman in Black. 


‘Lamb of God’ new year ‘Resolution’ 


Metal band makes 
new album for 2012 


By HENRY LOPEZ 
Correspondent 


Lamb of God is eas- 
ily one of the biggest mod- 
ern metal bands around 
with records debuting at 
number two in the 
Billboard Top 200 List 
So it’s no surprise that 
their new album, 
Resolution, is one of the 
most anticipated metal 
albums of the year. Once 
again the band has decided 
to stick to their guns and 
continue to produce the 
southern style thrash fest 


that they’re known for 
This can get a bit pre- 
dictable at points. They 


might not have reinvented 
the wheel with this one but 
it’s still a pretty solid 
effort from a band that 
deserves all the praise it 
gets 


[The musicianship in 


Resolution is top notch 
For one, bassist John 
Campbell finally gets to 


show off his skill 
example of this is on the 
track “The Number 6,” 
which features a _ pretty 


A good 


impressive bass solo 
All the songs have a 


really thick sound that is 
provided by Campbell's 
effective use of his bass 
The production is again 


phenomenal. Ever since the 
release of Ashes of the 
Wake, Lamb of God has had 
the great fortune of having 
a great production 
time 


every 


Drummer Chris 
Adler again does a phenom- 


enal job, but this should 
come to no surprise to any 
one considering the amount 
of well deserved praise he 


Mark Morton and 
Willie Adler also do a phe- 
nomenal job on guitar in an 
album that is loaded with 
crushing, and for the most 
part, memorable riffs 

Randy Blythe does 
what he does best as both a 
vocalist and as a lyricist; 
Blythe does a great job at 
channeling his emotions 
through his lyrics. You will 


more than likely have the 
lyrics to “Ghost Walking” 
stuck in your head far after 


you're done listening to the 
album 

So far, it would 
seem that everything is 
fine with the album. The 
boys are doing what 
they’ve done, but 
that is where the 


just 
always 
exactly 


issue lies in Resolution. It 
that the band_ has 
gotten too comfortable 
playing the type of 
metal they have been play- 


seems 


same 


ing for essentially seven 
albums now There are 
some tracks that are 


extremely interchangeable 
and predictable. Songs like 
“The Undertow,” and “To 
the End,” really don’t bring 
anything new. You'll swear 


you’ve heard them before 
and done better on their 
older albums 

That being said, 


there are quite a few stand- 
out tracks on Resolution 
Songs like “Straight for the 
Sun,” which has a bit of an 
Eyehategod vibe to it, is a 
lot slower than their usual 
songs. It features an amaz- 
ing drum solo. “King Me,” 
is really like nothing the 
band has done before. The 
first part of the track is in 


spoken word, and later has 
the band doing their own 
take on the whole “Djent” 
craze that has been happen- 
ing lately in the metal com- 
munity These tracks 
stick out from the pack and 
show that when they want 
to, the band still has a lot 
of room to explore and be 
successful 
Even 
Resolution 


though 
does have its 
downside, it’s still a very 
solid release. It’s a great 
way to open a year that is 
quite loaded with metal 
releases. It might show that 
the band sound may be 
Starting to get predictable, 
but it also shows possible 
areas where the band can 
go with their sound. Quite 


frankly I wouldn't mind if 
their next album sounded 
more like an Eyehategod 


record than a Lamb of God 
one 
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Stand out with your own style 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
News Editor 


Can't decide what to wear to 
school? Do you find yourself rum- 
maging through mounds of dirty 
clothes, in search of a clean pair of 
jeans that doesn't smell like 
Newport's or dad's 1976 lost and 
deteriorated youth? 

Bewildered, and at a loss for 
fashion etiquette, does dressing up 
become an hour-long chore or a mis- 
cellaneous batch that calls for a 
recipe for disaster? 

Retire your frustration and the 
Himalayas of uncertainty you have 
scattered around your room, because 
it's time for the new and improved 
you- and what a better way to start 
2012 than with a makeover that not 
only exudes confidence, but dis- 
plays your personality with your 
own unique style and philosophy of 
life. 

Though it isn't exactly rocket 
science, dressing up for the right 
occasion-be it work, an event or 
school-can sometimes be stressful, 
messy and perhaps a bit annoying. 
But it doesn't have to be. With the 
right tools and basic understanding 
of what's appropriate and what is 
not, you will be able to dress to 
impress, whether it's your peers or 
your parents. 

Firstly, make sure there aren't 


any stains, rips or tears in your attire 
before you wear it. 

There's nothing worse than 
walking around like a fool who is 
oblivious of his errors. Secondly, 
don't overdo it. Just because Jack the 
ripper started the trend, doesn't 
mean you should follow it, especial- 
ly in a school setting wear hats are 


_ not allowed to be worn in class. 


Occasionally, you might see 
someone where a tie to school or 
even a blazer? Is this ok? Is it too 
much? “It really depends on if the 
person feels comfortable wearing a 
tie to school. I had a friend who 
worked right after school, and his 
uniform required a button down 
shirt and tie,” said Margaret 
Clementine, a part-time student at 
NECC. 

The answer is yes: it is OK to 
wear a tie to school. Wearing a tie, 
depending on whether it's tight or 
loose, plain or complex, can portray 
either a fun, preppy you or a worka- 
day type side. But when in doubt, go 
plain, as there's nothing wrong with 
playing it safe in an area you are still 
unfamiliar with. And as far as blaz- 
ers are concerned, if you decide to 
wear one, be sure to pair it down 
with at least some jeans and a nice t- 
shirt to go with it. Otherwise, save it 
for a special occasion. 

But before you can call yourself 
a fashion guru, you have to have 
some sort of foundation from which 


to build your lifestyle, and what a 
better way to build your foundation 
than starting off on the right foot. If 
you do not own boots yet- especial- 
ly any suede, chukka boots or 
leather boots-than it's time you took 
it into consideration, because boots 
are the latest and hottest trend now. 

Commonly mistaken as a fash- 
ion Swiss-army knife, boots are a 
versatile and bold choice you can 
wear with almost anything to give 
you an extra edge and kick that'll 
more than update your look. 

“Oh, I love wearing boots. I 
wear them all the time. I try to stay 
away from my UGG boots but they 
are just. so comfy,” said Diamond 
Smith, a graphic design major at 
NECC. 

Of course, comfort is of a para- 
mount importance. And if you're 
going to do something, might as 
well be comfortable doing it or else 
you won't do it all. Although sweat- 
pants and pajamas are fine, they 
aren't exactly appropriate for a class 
room setting. So dispose or save the 
loungewear, and replace it with 
some new bottoms that are not only 
comfortable, but trendy and quickly 
becoming a hot commodity in fash- 
ion today. Introducing colored 
denim, finally bottoms that spring to 
life without being too over the top. 
Ranging from all colors and differ- 
ent washes, colored denim promises 
to bring out the best of you. (Minus 


the blemishes, of course). 

But no matter what you wear, it's 
always as important to keep in mind 
what to wear with it. That is where 
the layering piece comes in. The lay- 
ering piece can essentially be any- 
thing-cardigans, scarves, jewelry, 
jackets, hats or ties. 

By adding layers and different 
accessories to your look, you are 
able create a variety of outfits. But 
tread carefully, as your layering 
piece should either compliment the 
condition or occasion you are 
dressed for. 

And never jeopardize your pres- 
ence simply because: you do not 
have or had forgotten to put on 
cologne/ perfume. You only get one 
chance to make a good first impres- 
sion, so it's imperative to make it a 
pleasant and lasting one. 

Ideally, for school, you want to 
wear a casual yet fresh fragrance 
during the day, like a sporty or 
aquatic summer fragrance such as 
Chanel's Allure Homme Sport. The 
idea is to make your presence 
known, not unbearable, so apply 
with caution. 

Ultimately, how you dress says a 
lot, if not everything, about who you 
are and how you want others to see 
you. If you dress like a beggar, peo- 
ple will treat you like one. On the 
other hand, if you spoil your appear- 
ance with high fashion names, your 
peers will perceive you as “Little 
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Model demonstrates how to 
upgrade your wardrobe with 
a tie and fitted blazer. 


Miss Sunshine.” So stop fitting in 
with trends, and start standing out 
with your own unique style. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER 


Connecting You with 


the Resources and Services 


You Need to Succeed 


Drop by the 


Student Success Center 
(SSC) and learn about 
resources, services, and 
programs that can help 
you succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. 


The SSC can help you with: 


Life Planning 


Career Exploration 
Academic Resources 
Classroom Behavior and Expectations 


Financial Literacy and Planning 
Student Clubs and involvement 


Lawrence Campusin 


Room L109 


Monday - Friday 
8:30-a.m. —-5 p.m. 


978-738-7480 


Sports 
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Jogging your 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


This spring NECC will continue 
its mew extracurricular activity 
available for students and employ- 
ees. The Presidents Running Club 
will meet up weekly on campus. 
Once again I sat down with 
President Lane Glenn to ask him 
about the new event. It will be the 
route with a walk around the 1.1 
mile “loop” on campus and then pro- 
gressively build up to three laps and 
then a 4.4 mile run on the trail on 
Kenoza Lake. Glenn said about the 
track, “It's a good track for people 
all around.” President Glenn, an 
avid runner, will be participating the 
whole duration of the event. Jeff 
Bickford will assist him and Gail 
Stuart will be guiding the beginners. 

Like the fall, students that are 
interested will be entered into a race 
similar to the “Feaster Five.” Glenn 
said that “ Around 20 people from 
the college participated in the 
Feaster Five. Some people were 
experienced runners. For others, it 
was their first race and they set 
goals.” 

A student only needs to partici- 
pate for at least six weeks to receive 


Lady Knights 
win cliffhanger 
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ls 
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. 
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The NECC participants for the Feaster Feaster Five. 


a “We Run The Campus” jersey and 
a free entry into the spring race. Last 
fall there were about 40 people each 
week. All college students and 
employees are encouraged to join 
regardless of prior running experi- 
ence. This is a chance for the school 


members to meet new friends, have 
fun and exercise all in one. 
Meetings will start on Mondays 
in mid February and run until the 
end of April. Meeting times are 
12pm to lpm every week. 
Glenn said that “I would only 


cancel if its icy. I run in everything 
rain, snow, whatever.” I asked him 
if this on-campus running would 
become a annual event. He replied “ 
If there’s enough interest, it will 
keep going .” Glenn himself runs all 
year long and runs around the cam- 


By Bos HORAN 
Correspondent 


The Northern Essex Community College 
Women's Basketball team eked out a thrilling 
overtime victory Thursday night against Bunker 
Hill Community College at the Haverhill campus 
Health and Fitness Center gymnasium, winning 
by a final score of 49-46. The Knights were led 
by Xiomarie Quinones (Lawrence HS) with 15 
points and Alex Hammel (Essex Aggie) who 
scored 12 points against the 
Nessa Feretto (Whittier Tech.) had a monster 
game on the boards pulling down 21 rebounds 


Lady Bulldogs. 


All eyes are on coach Greyton. 


and scoring seven points. The teams were very 
well matched. The game was highly competitive 
and, despite some poor shooting by both teams, 
extremely well played. The Lady Knights ran out 
to a quick lead, but Bunker Hill closed the gap to 
two points at the half. The teams went back and 
forth in the second half of the sharply contested 
battle, ending in a 41-41 tie. In the overtime peri- 
od, NECC won the game of attrition, as both 
teams lost players to foul trouble. Ferretto, 
Hammel, Quinones and Erica Gale (Goffstown 
HS) all scored in OT to put the game away down 
the stretch. Patrice Washington led Bunker Hill 
with 15 points and Deeq Abdul had 15 rebounds 
for the visitors. 
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-Transfer Scholarships 


-Located in Downtown Boston 
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-Convenient Transfer Process 
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pus as much as he can depending on 
work. 

Those interested can inquire fur- 
ther at the Haverhill campus sports 
& fitness center. For any additional 
information please contact Maureen 
Saliba at msaliba@necc.mass.edu. 


-NAIA Division |I Athletics : 
-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus, 


Phone: 617-236-8818 


E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


FISHER COLLEGE 


118 Beacon Street, Boston MA 02116 
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Love, Lust and Relationships 


The wants of a man 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Valentine's Day is commonly 
known to American males as one of 
the worst days of the year. 

Sure, Valentine's Day can be 
wonderful....for women that have 
boyfriends, whom actually buy 
them a variety of gifts such as jew- 
elry, chocolates and/or a gift card to 
Victoria Secret (although this can 
count as a gift for both of them). 

But, in relationships as with the 
world in general there is a double 
standard. 

One particular double standard 
that has always proven to eluded me 
is how men are expected to buy 
expensive gifts and if they don't 
than they don't hear the end of nag- 
ging for years to come. 

Whenever they do something 
wrong like run a red light or forget 
to pick up junior from daycare they 
will hear “It's just like the time you 
forgot Valentine's Day in 2007”. 

Whereas, men don't receive 
anything that is even remotely spe- 
cial. Seriously, they are lucky if 
they receive a pair of boxers from 
Walgreens or a kiss on the cheek. 

Men deserve to be appreciated 
as well. They are beautiful beings 
too! They work hard. They listen to 
us whine. 

They should be rewarded with a 
special gift that symbolizes their 
love for you. 


So, what do men really want? 

The answers will surprise. But, 
after hundreds of years, the puzzle 
has been solved. 

Men really don’t want that wax 
for his car or a watch. 

What men really want are flow- 
ers. 

Your expression is probably of 
confusion right now. 

But, men love receiving atten- 
tion. 

Guaranteed, if this Valentine's 
Day you send flowers to their work 
they will pretend to be disgusted in 
front of their co-workers. 

However, later in the day they 
will go to the bathroom and will 
jump up and down with joy, 
mouthing “Yes! She really loves 
me!”. 

You see men are not so different 
from woman, in the respect -that 
they never tell you what they want. 
They just expect you to know. 

However, something you 
shouldn't do is send them pink flow- 
ers because that is just too feminine. 

They have things such as blue or 
black roses at some florists. Also, 
don't put your name on your card, 
whatever you do. 

Since if it is truly true love he 
will know it was you or will think it 
was a secret admirer. 

Either or it will make him feel 
special and is bound to give him a 
laugh. 

If you are short on cash than 
print out a picture of flowers and 


. y 
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Flowers are what his 
heart desires this 
Valentine’s Day. 


give them to him. 

Another alternative is to send 
him a message via the internet that 
just says “flowers”. 

This way they will know they 
you were thinking of them because 
men deserve to feel pretty too. 


We offer: 


Aries (March 21-April 19) -Today is an 8. Leave your money buried; 
you won't need it. Consult a good strategist who shares your priorities, 
and map out a plan. They come up with totally new ideas. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) -Today is an 8. Take responsibility for 
your own stuff. Leave everything cleaner than you found it, and encour- 
age others to do the same. Consider your next move. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) -Today is a 6. Guard against jealousies by 
not taking anything personally. Be thankful for whatever you get. 
Sometimes you don't see the benefit until later. Share tea. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a 7. Take on more work, even if 
it makes life more complicated. Your schedule is your friend. Set alarms 
on your phone for the important stuff. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 7. Make fresh connections, and 
kindle some romance. Let others know how much you appreciate them. 
Don't push yourself too hard, and definitely no gambling (except in love). 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -Today is a 9.Finances play an important 
role. See how you can save money around the house. Fix leaky faucets, 
metaphorically and literally. Don't go against your core values. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -Today is a 9. Enjoy your time in the spot- 
light. Don't forget the lesson, and pass it on. Then, on to the next one. The 
more you give, the more you receive. Savor the receiving. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -Today is a 7. This weekend your sensitiv- 
ity flourishes. Choose projects for your mood. Challenge yourself to use 
the materials you find, rather than spend. Ask for them on Freecycle.com. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 7. Unexpected changes 
could show up at work. Be attentive. Don't invest in a group activity now. 
Complete older projects, and save decisions for later. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -Today is a 7. You're tempted to stay 
home for today, and it could work. You can be mellow and playful at the 
same time. An investment in your home ts a good idea. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 7. Push the envelope, 
expand boundaries and take risks, as long as they're not financial. Play 
and creativity can take you farther than money. Explore. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -Today is a 9. Focus on completing tasks 
that require concentration. There could be an inspection or test. Take it 
one step at a time. Get back to romance later. 


By Nancy Black via Tribune Media Services (MCT) 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. | 


¢ an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. | 


¢ financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. | 


¢ career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting. business administration, business 


studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 


and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua. Portsmouth and Salem, N.H.. and 


Brunswick, Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes | 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


— Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


x : Bete Treen aaa) on campus. on location. online. 


Southern, =” 
New Hampshire 


University 


For More Information: 
T: 603.645.9611 | Email: transfer@snhu.edu 


www.snhu.edu/observer 
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Cheers and 
Jeers 


.. Tom Brady 
for not having the ability 
to throw and catch the 
ball at the same time. 


nny. 


the students 
at UMass Amherst. Just 
because the Patriots lost 
the Superbowl 
doesn’t mean you are 
allowed to riot. 


for lip syncing well. 


1 F enna for 
ing to dance like you 
boo Si 23, not 53. We 
don’t know what you 
were attempting to do, 
but we thought it was a 
mating call. We’ll forev- 
er be horrified. 


the Patriots for making 
their fifth Super Bowl in 
7 years!!! 


hird Annua 


ay Trivi 


Here we are in the midst of a presidential election year. Who will 
have the final say in selecting our Chief Executive? Time for a 
ee the Electoral College. 
Here's a quiz assembled by Professors Andy Morse and Rich 
_ The first student to submit all correct answers - 


look at that strangest of stra 


Padova (C314 
or 


Ta 


10. What do we call an elector who does 


bakers 


Java Break 


5 things.... 
in line while 
waiting for 
“Breaking 


re... by no 
ou must know that “Breaking Dawn: P: 
One" is coming out onto DVD Feb. 11 at p 
isely 11:59:00 p.m. If you are anything lik 
jus, then you undoubtedly get bored whil 
be in line for five to ten consecutiv 


ours. Thus, here are five things to keep yo 
usy. 

1) Break out all of the Twilight boo! 
jand just start reading. Just keep a box of tis4 
ues by your side. We know how emotional i 
ets while reading the greatest love story 0: 
he new millennium. 

2) Karaoke to the “Breaking Dawn’ 
oundtrack. 

3) Do your makeup just like the vam: 
pou in the movie. For this, we recommend 


‘ou purchase at least three containers of com 
act powder in palest pale. 

4) Fight over who is better for Bella 
ls it Edward? Or is Jacob, the underdog ner! 
Courtesy Photo on dog? These arguments can get com-+ 

: ‘ licated, so we recommend making a smal 
“Did you know that the human thumb is formed by 15 interchangeable ' 


0 to 30 slide PowerPoint. 
joints? Wrong. Don’t believe everything the people on television tell 5) Have an exact replica of Bella a 
” [Edward's wedding and say their weddin 
you. Mi Since, we are sure that tru 


wiharders' must know them. Target eve’ 
sells a mockery of Bella's wedding ring se 
jonline. This can get emotional, so we recom 
mend a box of tissues for this as well. 


-Words to live by from Dwight K. Schrute 


9 
P eside Lk COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND HEALTH AT 


WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY 


it 


) 
our next { 


Diane has a head for science and a heart for kids. As a student in the 
College of Science and Health at William Paterson University, she knows 
she'll graduate ready for dental school, a career as an orthodontist, and a 
life of making smiles brighter. 


Find out what's Transfer Information Session Friday, February 24............ 2:00 p.m. 
next for you at an 


upcoming event. | Make your reservation online at wpunj.edu/campusvisit. 


BEGIN EXPLORING at wittiam paterson university. 


E > 


cmt WILLIAM 
ee PATERSON 


candidates in a presidential election. What was the state, UNIVERSITY 
and the year? 


Submit answers to amorse@necc.mass.edu or rpadova@necc.mass.edu 


PLAN YOUR NEXT MOVE AT WpUnj.edu/campusvisit. 


